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How does cultural identity shape an author’s perspective?
How do our beliefs shape our worldview?

Reading Language Arts Books

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

Lexile 930L
Realistic Fiction
ALA Notable Children's Books, 1995

At the beginning of eighth grade, Max, who has a learning disability, and his
new friend Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his
brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces they make a powerful
team.

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston &
James D. Houston

Lexile 1040L
Memoir

During World War II a community called Manzanar was hastily created in
the high mountain desert country of California, east of the Sierras. Its
purpose was to house thousands of Japanese American internees. One of
the first families to arrive was the Wakatsukis, who were ordered to leave
their fishing business in Long Beach and take with them only the
belongings they could carry. For Jeanne Wakatsuki, a seven-year-old
child, Manzanar became a way of life in which she struggled and adapted,
observed and grew. For her father it was essentially the end of his life.
At age thirty-seven, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston recalls life at Manzanar
through the eyes of the child she was. She tells of her fear, confusion, and
bewilderment as well as the dignity and great resourcefulness of people in
oppressive and demeaning circumstances. Written with her husband,
Jeanne delivers a powerful first-person account that reveals her search for
the meaning of Manzanar.



The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt

Lexile 990L
Historical Fiction
Newbery Honor 2008

Set during the 1967-1968 school year, Holling Hoodhood finds his
seventh-grade year one filled with many challenges as he spends afternoons
with Mrs. Baker discussing the plays of Shakespeare, defends his tasty
cream puffs from a determined bully, and prepares for his big debut in the
school play--all while the issue of Vietnam looms on a daily basis.

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

Lexile 750L
Realistic Fiction
ALA Notable Children's Books, 1995

The struggle of three brothers to stay together after their parent's death and
their quest for identity among the conflicting values of their adolescent society.


